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TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SURVEY

	Age range
	16+

	Response rate 
	59% across the four waves

	Number of diary days
	1 day

	Survey period
 
	March-April, June-July, September-October, November-December 2005

	Multi-member household survey
	No, 1 person per household

	Type of diary
	Previous day (with some diaries covering up to three days previously)

	Mode of data collection
	Interviewer completed during face-to-face interview

	Time interval in the diary
	10 minutes

	Data on secondary activities
	Yes

	Data on where the activity was carried out
	Yes (home or elsewhere + mode of transport and purpose of transport)

	Data on who else was present
	No

	Number of activity codes
	30 pre-coded activity categories for main and secondary activity, 6 categories of mode of transport and 5 categories of reason for transport

	Number of cases in the original file 
	4941 total diaries

 87 diaries from people aged 16-17

 4854 diaries from diarists aged 18+

	Number of ‘good’ diaries 
	4834 good quality diaries
86 diaries from people aged 16-17

 4748 diaries from diarists aged 18+


INFORMATION ON THE ORIGINAL FILE
There is one original file deposited by the UK Office for National Statistics with the UK Data Archive Economic and Social Data Service: 



timeusefinal_for_archive2.sav
which contains all household, person-level, time slot level and summary time variables. The summary time variables are not used for the creation of this file. The version used is the file deposited on 19 August 2008.
TIME-USE VARIABLES

Activity Variable Documentation for UK, 2005
	AV 41
Variables 
	Activity
	UK 2005 original activity codes

	AV1
	Formal work
	Pact=11 (work for job) not at home (lact~=1)

	AV2
	Paid work at home
	Pact=11 (work for job) at home (lact=1)

	AV3
	Second job
	Not possible to distinguish

	AV4
	School/classes
	Pact=12 (formal education) or 13 (recreational study) and not home (lact~=1)

	AV5
	Travel to/from work or education
	Pact=43 (travel-car/paid work) or 53 (travel-walk/paid work) or 63 (travel-pedal bike/paid work) or 73 (travel-bus/paid work) or 83 (travel-train/paid work) or 93 (travel-other/paid work)

	AV6
	Cooking/washing up
	Pact=5 (preparing food)

	AV7
	Housework
	Pact=6 (cleaning) or 7 (washing clothes)

	AV8
	Other domestic work
	Pact=8 (maintenance of house) or 9 (pet care) or 17 (care for adults who live with you) or 18 (care for adults who don’t live with you)

	AV9
	Gardening
	Not possible to distinguish

	AV10
	Shopping
	Pact=19 (shopping)

	AV11
	Child care
	Pact=15 (caring for own children) or 16 (caring for other children)

	AV12
	Domestic travel
	Pact=41 (travel–car/escort) or 44 (travel–car/shopping) or 51 (travel–walking/escort) or 54 (travel–walking/shopping) or 61 (travel–pedal bike/escort) or 64 (travel–pedal bike/shopping)  or 71 (travel–bus/escort) or 74 (travel–bus/shopping) or 81 (travel–train/escort) or 84 (travel–train/shopping) or 91 (travel–other/escort) or 94 (travel–other/shopping)

	AV13
	Dressing/toilet
	Pact=3 (washing) or -9 (imputed personal or household care)

	AV14
	Receive personal services
	Not possible to distinguish

	AV15
	Meals/snacks
	Pact=4 (eating/drinking) and lact=1 (home) or missing

	AV16
	Sleep/naps
	Pact=-10 (imputed sleep), 1 (sleep)

	AV17
	Leisure travel
	Pact=42 (travel–car/enjoyment) or 45 (travel–car/other) or 72 (travel–bus/enjoyment) or 75 (travel–bus/other) or 82 (travel–train/enjoyment) or 85 (travel–train/other) or 92 (travel–other/enjoyment) or 95 (travel–other/other) or 99 (travel/info missing)

	AV18
	Excursions, trips
	Not possible to distinguish

	AV19
	Playing sport
	Pact=22 (playing sports/exercise) or 62 (travel–pedal bike/enjoyment) or 65 (travel–pedal bike/other)

	AV20
	Watching sport
	Not possible to distinguish

	AV21
	Walks
	Pact=52 (travel–walking/enjoyment) or 55 (travel–walking/other)

	AV22
	At church
	Pact=27 (attend religious or political meetings)

	AV23
	Civic organizations
	Pact=14 (voluntary work)

	AV24
	Cinema/theatre
	Pact=26 (visits to cinema, galleries etc.)

	AV25
	Dance/party, etc.
	Not possible to distinguish

	AV26
	Social clubs
	Not possible to distinguish

	AV27
	Pubs
	Not possible to distinguish from restaurant

	AV28
	Restaurants
	Pact = 4 (eating and drinking) and lact=2 (elsewhere)

	AV29
	Visiting friends
	Pact=24 (going out with friends/family)

	AV30
	Listening to radio
	Not possible to distinguish

	AV31
	Watching T.V.
	Pact=20 (watch TV/listen to radio)

	AV32
	Listening to music, etc.
	Not possible to distinguish

	AV33
	Study
	Pact=12 (formal education) or 13 (recreational study) and at home (lact=1)

	AV34
	Reading books
	Not possible to distinguish

	AV35
	Reading papers/magazines
	Pact=21 (reading)

	AV36
	Relaxing
	Pact=2 (resting)

	AV37
	Conversation
	Pact=25 (contact with friends/family by phone etc.)

	AV38
	Entertaining friends
	Pact=23 (spend time with friends/family at home)

	AV39
	Knitting/sewing
	Not possible to distinguish

	AV40
	Pastimes/hobbies
	Pact=28 (hobbies/other leisure) or 29 (using computer) or 30 (other activities) 

	AV41
	Unknown activity
	Pact = -1 (missing) or -8 (imputed time away from home)


	MAIN/SEC 69 Variables
	Activity
	UK 2005 original activity codes

	Main/Sec1
	Imputed personal and household care
	-9 imputed personal or household care (constructed by CTUR)

	Main/Sec2
	Sleep or nap
	Pact=1 (sleep)

	Main/Sec3
	Imputed sleep
	Pact=-10 (imputed sleep, constructed by CTUR)

	Main/Sec4
	Wash/dress/care for self
	Pact=3 (washing)

	Main/Sec5
	Meals at work or school
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec6
	Other meals
	Pact=4 (eating/drinking) and lact=1 (home) or missing

	Main/Sec7
	Paid work, main job (not at home)
	Pact=11 (work for job) not at home (lact~=1)

	Main/Sec8
	Paid work at home
	Pact=11 (work for job) at home (lact=1)

	Main/Sec9
	Second or other job not at home
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec10
	Unpaid work to generate household income
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec11
	Travel as a part of work
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec12
	Work breaks
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec13
	Other time at workplace
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec14
	Look for work
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec15
	Regular schooling, education
	Pact=12 (formal education) and not at home (lact~=1)

	Main/Sec16
	Homework
	Pact=12 (formal education) or 13 (recreational study) and at home (lact~=1)

	Main/Sec17
	Leisure/other education of training
	Pact=13 (recreational study) and not at home (lact~=1)

	Main/Sec18
	Food preparation/ cooking
	Pact=5 (preparing food)

	Main/Sec19
	Set table, wash or put away dishes
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec20
	Cleaning
	Pact=6 (cleaning)

	Main/Sec21
	Laundry, ironing, clothing repair
	Pact=7 (washing clothes)

	Main/Sec22
	Home/vehicle maintenance or improvement
	Pact=8 (maintenance of house)

	Main/Sec23
	Other domestic work
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec24
	Purchase goods and general consumption activities
	Pact=19 (shopping)

	Main/Sec25
	Consume personal services
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec26
	Consume other services
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec27
	Pet care (not walk dog)
	Pact=9 (pet care) and (MTRAV~=3) – note all main activity pet care just pet care, not walk the dog

	Main/Sec28
	Physical, medical child care
	Pact=15 (caring for own children) or 16 (caring for other children)

	Main/Sec29
	Teach, help with homework
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec30
	Read to, talk or play with child
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec31
	Supervise, accompany, other child care
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec32
	Adult care
	Pact=17 (care for adults who live with you) or 18 (care for adults who don’t live with you)

	Main/Sec33
	Voluntary, civic, organisational activity
	Pact=14 (voluntary work)

	Main/Sec34
	Worship and religion
	Pact=27 (attend religious or political meetings)

	Main/Sec35
	General out-of-home leisure
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec36
	Attend sporting event
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec37
	Cinema, theatre, opera, concert
	Pact=26 (visits to cinema, galleries etc.)

	Main/Sec38
	Other public event, venue
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec39
	Restaurant, café, bar, pub
	Pact=4 (eating/drinking) and lact=2 (elsewhere)

	Main/Sec40
	Party, reception, social event, gambling
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec41
	Imputed time away from home
	Pact = -8 (imputed time away from home, constructed by CTUR)

	Main/Sec42
	General sport or exercise
	Pact=22 (playing sports/exercise)

	Main/Sec43
	Walking
	Pact=52 (travel–walking/enjoyment) or 55 (travel–walking/other)

	Main/Sec44
	Cycling
	Pact=62 (travel–pedal bike/enjoyment) or 65 (travel–pedal bike/other)

	Main/Sec45
	Other out-of-doors recreation
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec46
	Garden, forage (pick mushrooms), hunt/fish
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec47
	Walk dogs
	Pact=9 (pet care) and (MTRAV=3) – note walk the dog appears only as a secondary activity in the code due to a survey prioritisation of travel

	Main/Sec48
	Receive or visit friends
	Pact=23 (spend time with friends/family at home) or 24 (going out with friends/family)

	Main/Sec49
	Conversation (in person, phone)
	Pact=25 (contact with friends/family by phone etc.)

	Main/Sec50
	Other in-home social, games
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec51
	General indoor leisure
	Pact=30 (other activities)  and ICT=0

	Main/Sec52
	Artistic or musical act
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec53
	Written correspondence
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec54
	Knit, crafts, hobbies
	Pact=28 (hobbies/other leisure) 

	Main/Sec55
	Relax, think, do nothing
	Pact=2 (resting)

	Main/Sec56
	Read
	Pact=21 (reading)

	Main/Sec57
	Listen to music, Ipod, CD
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec58
	Listen to radio
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec59
	Watch TV, DVD, video
	Pact=20 (watch TV/listen to radio)

	Main/Sec60
	Play computer games
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec61
	Send e-mail, surf internet, computing
	Pact=29 (using computer) or  

Pact=30 (other activities) & ICT=1

	Main/Sec62
	No activity but recorded mode of travel
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec63
	Travel to or from work
	Pact=43 (travel-car/paid work) or 53 (travel-walk/paid work) or 63 (travel-pedal bike/paid work) or 73 (travel-bus/paid work) or 83 (travel-train/paid work) or 93 (travel-other/paid work)

	Main/Sec64
	Education-related travel
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec65
	Voluntary, civic, religious travel
	Not possible to distinguish

	Main/Sec66
	Child & adult care travel
	Pact=41 (travel–car/escort) 51 (travel–walking/escort) or 61 (travel–pedal bike/escort) or 71 (travel–bus/escort) or 81 (travel–train/escort) or 91 (travel–other/escort)

	Main/Sec67
	Shopping, personal & household care travel
	Pact=44 (travel–car/shopping) or 54 (travel–walking/shopping) or 64 (travel–pedal bike/shopping)  or 74 (travel–bus/shopping) or 84 (travel–train/shopping) or 94 (travel–other/shopping)

	Main/Sec68
	Other travel
	Pact=42 (travel–car/enjoyment) or 45 (travel–car/other) or 72 (travel–bus/enjoyment) or 75 (travel–bus/other) or 82 (travel–train/enjoyment) or 85 (travel–train/other) or 92 (travel–other/enjoyment) or 95 (travel–other/other) or 99 (travel/info missing)

	Main/Sec69
	No recorded activity
	Pact = -1 (missing)


	Context Variables
	Value labels
	UK 2005 original activity and location codes

	Inout
	
	Not possible to create

	Eloc = 1
	Own home
	Lact series=1 (home)

	Eloc = 2
	Another’s home
	Not possible to distinguish

	Eloc = 3
	Workplace
	Lact=2 (elsewhere) and pact=11 or sact=11 (work for job) – NOTE limitation in that activity at the workplace that is not a part of work cannot be identified

	Eloc = 4
	School
	Lact=2 (elsewhere) and pact=12 or sact=12 (formal education) – NOTE limitation in that activity at the school that is not a part of formal study cannot be identified

	Eloc = 5
	Service or shop 
	Lact=2 (elsewhere) and pact=19 or sact=19 (shopping)

	Eloc = 6
	Restaurant, café
	Lact=2 (elsewhere) and pact=4 (eating and drinking)

	Eloc = 7
	Place of worship
	Not possible to distinguish

	Eloc = 8
	Travelling
	Pact or sact series >40 (travelling codes)

	Eloc = 9
	Other locations
	Lact=2  (elsewhere) and other activities selected

	Mtrav = 1
	Car, motorcycle, taxi
	Pact / Sact = 41 to 45 (travel by car)

	Mtrav = 2
	Public transport
	Pact / Sact = 71 to 75 (travel by bus/coach)

Pact / Sact = 81 to 85 (travel by train/underground)

	Mtrav = 3
	Walk
	Pact / Sact = 51 to 55 (travel by walking)

	Mtrav = 4
	Cycle or other active transport
	Pact / Sact = 61 to 65 (travel by pedal bike)

	Mtrav=5
	Other & unspecified
	Pact / Sact = 91 to 95 (travel by other means)

Pact / Sact = 99 (travel, means not known)

Also cases of no travel but change of location where travel must have taken place

	ICT = 1
	Reported using computer, ICT or  internet 
	Pact / Sact = 29 (using the computer)
Compfg (marker for recoding of time using the computer from main to secondary or tertiary activity) = 1

	Alone
	
	Not possible to create this variable

	Child
	
	Not possible to create this variable (care variables not sufficiently distinct to allow determination of cases where the care recipient must be present)

	Sppart
	
	Not possible to create this variable

	Oad
	
	Not possible to create this variable


BACKGROUND VARIABLE NOTES
The following variables cannot be created: 
· agekid2 

· carer

· computer (though the diary does note whether the diarist used a computer at home, but this is not the same as marking whether a computer is at whether or not the diarist used it); 
· income (no household income is available, though this is estimated from personal income where the respondent is the head of the household, but as the estimate is missing for % of cases, users may wish to treat this variable as missing for this survey.
· empsp

· incorig (no household income is available, personal income is available for some people)
· rural
· rushed
· sector
· AGEKIDX
The original information is provided in categories less than 5 (consistent with value 1), 5-10, and 11-15. The older categories do not correspond with the MTUS categories of value 2: 5-12; and 3: 13-17. There will be miscodings of some households where the youngest child is aged 11 or 12. Also, the age of the youngest child is not recorded expressly where the youngest person in the household is older than 15. Where the diarist is aged 16 or 17 and there is no younger child, the diarist’s age is used to complete the age of the youngest child (into category 3). Where there is at least 1 dependent child in the household but the diarist is not aged <18 and no children are aged <16, then agekidx is set to category 4 (though this may result in the miscode of some households with children aged 16 or 17 who did not complete the diary).

· CPHOME
Only the relationship to the reference person aids the identification of cases of children living in the parental home. Most younger diarists who live with parents will be correctly identified, however, where the reference person is an adult who lives with an older adult parent, however, this identification will not be possible. These cases mostly are not correctly identified in this survey.

· EDUCA

EDUCA  Education-original study codes
	
	Frequency
	Percent

	Degree or higher degree
	825
	16.7

	Higher education qualification
	401
	8.1

	A levels or higher
	396
	8.0

	ONC/BTEC
	202
	4.1

	O Level or GCSE grade A-C
	953
	19.3

	GCSE grade D-G/CSE grade 2-5
	308
	6.2

	Other qualifications, include foreign
	228
	4.6

	No formal qualifications
	1627
	33.0

	Don’t know
	1
	0.0


· EMPINCLM

EMPINCLM  In this case, the variable covers original annual total personal income rather than monthly labour income. Very sadly no information is available for over 1/3 of cases.
	 
	Frequency
	Percent

	-99 no information recorded
	1651
	33.4

	1.00 Up to £519
	13
	0.3

	2.00 £520 up to £1,039
	19
	0.4

	3.00 £1,040 up to £1,559
	31
	0.6

	4.00 £1,560 up to £2,079
	33
	0.7

	5.00 £2,080 up to £2,599
	66
	1.3

	6.00 £2,600 up to £3,119
	90
	1.8

	7.00 £3,120 up to £3,639
	41
	0.8

	8.00 £3,640 up to £4,159
	51
	1.0

	9.00 £4,160 up to £4,679
	63
	1.3

	10.00 £4,680 up to £5,199
	80
	1.6

	11.00 £5,200 up to £6,239
	206
	4.2

	12.00 £6,240 up to £7,279
	167
	3.4

	13.00 £7,280 up to £8,319
	151
	3.1

	14.00 £8,320 up to £9,359
	131
	2.7

	15.00 £9,360 up to £10,399
	147
	3.0

	16.00 £10,400 up to £11,439
	128
	2.6

	17.00 £11,440 up to £12,479
	108
	2.2

	18.00 £12,480 up to £13,519
	95
	1.9

	19.00 £13,520 up to £14,559
	94
	1.9

	20.00 £14,560 up to £15,599
	93
	1.9

	21.00 £15,600 up to £16,639
	93
	1.9

	22.00 £16,640 up to £17,679
	63
	1.3

	23.00 £17,680 up to £18,719
	99
	2.0

	24.00 £18,720 up to £19,759
	46
	0.9

	25.00 £19,760 up to £20,799
	79
	1.6

	26.00 £20,800 up to £23,399
	98
	2.0

	27.00 £23,400 up to £25,999
	118
	2.4

	28.00 £26,000 up to £28,599
	99
	2.0

	29.00 £28,600 up to £31,199
	94
	1.9

	30.00 £31,200 up to £33,799
	63
	1.3

	31.00 £33,800 up to £36,399
	58
	1.2

	32.00 £36,400 up to £38,999
	32
	0.6

	33.00 £39,000 up to £41,599
	47
	1.0

	34.00 £41,600 up to £44,199
	20
	0.4

	35.00 £44,200 up to £46,799
	23
	0.5

	36.00 £46,800 up to £49,399
	14
	0.3

	37.00 £49,400 up to £51,999
	22
	0.4

	38.00 £52,000 or more
	91
	1.8

	97.00 No source of income
	84
	1.7

	98.00 Refused
	202
	4.1

	99.00 Don't know
	38
	0.8


· INCOME
No household income variable is available. There is a variable (sumgross) that covers total annual personal income, though sadly there is no information for over 1/3 of cases. Where the person is the head of the household, this personal income measure does give a base sense of the household income – which must be at least at this level or higher. Income is estimated for these heads of household who reported personal income, though as only 2783 cases (56.3%) have a positive value, users may wish to consider whether they wish to include this variable or not in analysis.
· MONTH
The month reflects only the start month of the period, and not the actual month of the diary. The diary could have been completed in the second half of the month value or the first half of the following calendar month.

· OCCUP
Occupation is not available, but NSSEC, which allows the creation of some categories (management, farming & forestry, self-employed non-professionals). Other occupations are grouped into other professionals (all non-managerial professionals), clerical, office and technical, sales & services, and construction, assembly, extraction.

· RETIRED
The survey categorised older people as still working or as retired (this survey does not handle the cases of the retired who work short hours). People who are retired and not working were asked about the number of hours this person previously worked, though some documentation on this topic is ambiguous. In an earlier MTUS version of this data, some retired people mistakenly were coded as working part-time.
· VEHICLE
The only variables available note whether motorised vehicles are available or not, no variables mark access to bicycles and the like. 
· WORKHRS
This variable represents usual hours of work rather than hours worked last week.
