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TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SURVEY
See also: http://www.iser.essex.ac.uk/misoc/timeuse/information/studies/canada-1998a.php
	Age range
	15-80

	Response rate 
	77.6%

	Number of diary days
	1-day

	Survey period
 
	February 1998 to January 1999

	Multi-member household survey
	No

	Type of diary
	Recall (Yesterday)

	Mode of data collection
	Telephone

	Time interval in the diary
	Free

	Data on secondary activities
	No

	Data on where the activity was carried out
	Yes 

	Data on who else was present
	Yes 

	Number of activity codes
	178

	Number of cases in the original file 
	10,749

	Number of ‘good’ diaries in the World5.5 file 
	10,726


INFORMATION ON THE ORIGINAL FILES
The original data was downloaded from LANDRU Canada 1986 GSS (episode file, summary file, and main file). CAN98ORIG.sav and CAN98EPI.sav were created from downloaded LANDRU files. CAN98ORIG.sav contains all the respondents and household information and the aggregate time-use data. CAN98EPI.sav contains the episode data.
TIME-USE VARIABLES
Activity Variable Documentation for Canada, 1998
	MTUS
Variable Name 
	Variable Label
	Canada 1998 
Compiled from original activity (DUR) variables...

	AV1
	Formal work
	011 Work for pay at main job 
021 Overtime work 
040 Waiting/delays at work 
050 Meals/snacks at work 
060 Idle time before/after work 
070 Coffee/other breaks 
080 Other work activities

	AV2
	Paid work at home
	022 Looking for work

	AV3
	Second job
	012 Work for pay at other jobs 
023 Unpaid work in business/farm 
832 Hobbies done for sale/exchange 
842 Crafts done for sale/exchange

	AV4
	School/classes
	500 Full-time classes 
511 Part-time classes 
512 Credit courses on television 
520 Special lectures (occasional) 
540 Meals/snacks/coffee at school 
550 Breaks/waiting for class 
560 Leisure, special interest class

	AV5
	Travel to/from work
	030 Travel during work 
090 Travel to/from work 
590 Travel - school/education

	AV6
	Cooking/washing up
	101 Meal preparation 
102 Baking, preserving food etc. 
110 Food/meal cleanup

	AV7
	Housework
	120 Indoor cleaning 
130 Outdoor cleaning 
140 Laundry, ironing, folding, drying 
183 Other domestic work 
184 Unpacking groceries

	AV8
	Odd jobs
	151 Mending/shoe care 
152 Dress making/sewing 
161 Interior maintenance and repair 
162 Exterior maintenance and repair 
163 Vehicle maintenance 
164 Other home improvements 
172 Pet care 
173 Care of plants 
181 Household administration, paperwork 
182 Stacking and cutting firewood 
185 Packing/unpacking luggage/car 
186 Packing/unpacking - move of household 
271 Personal care - hhld adults 
272 Medical care - hhld adults 
282 Other hhld adult care 
671 Housework/cooking assistance 
672 House maintenance/repair assistance 
674 Transportation assistance 
675 Care for disabled or ill 
676 Correspondence assistance 
677 Unpaid help for farm/business 
678 Other unpaid help

	AV9
	Gardening
	171 Gardening, ground maintenance

	AV10
	Shopping
	301 Grocery shopping 
302 Shopping for clothes, gas etc. 
304 Rental of videos 
310 Shopping for durable hhld goods 
331 Financial services 
332 Government services 
350 Other professional services 
361 Car maintenance/repair 
362 Other repair services 
380 Other shopping and services

	AV11
	Child care
	200 Childcare (infant to 4yrs) 
211 Childcare - children to bed 
212 Childcare - children to school 
213 Childcare - personal care 
220 Helping, teaching etc. children 
230 Reading/conversation with children 
240 Playing with children 
250 Medical care - hhld children 
260 Unpaid babysitting 
281 Other child care 
673 Unpaid babysitting

	AV12
	Domestic travel
	190 Domestic travel 
291 Travel - hhld children 
292 Travel - hhld adults 
390 Travel - goods and services 
492 Travel - other personal

	AV13
	Dressing/toilet
	400 Washing and dressing 
480 Other personal care, private activities

	AV14
	Receiving Personal services
	320 Personal care services 
340 Adult medical/dental care 
410 Personal medical care (home)

	AV15
	Meals/snacks
	430 Meals at home 
431 Other meals (non-socializing)

	AV16
	Sleep/naps
	450 Night sleep/essential sleep 
460 Incidental sleep, naps

	AV17
	Leisure travel
	491 Travel - restaurant meals 
691 Travel - organization/voluntary activities 
692 Travel - religious services 
791 Travel - sports and entertainment 
792 Travel - socializing (in homes) 
793 Travel - other socializing 
871 Pleasure drives as driver 
872 Pleasure drives as passenger 
891 Travel - active sports 
892 Travel - coaching 
893 Travel - hobbies/crafts for sale 
894 Travel - other active leisure 
990 Travel - media/communication

	AV18
	Excursions, trips
	712 Fairs 
713 Zoos 
741 Museums 
742 Art galleries 
743 Heritage sites 
814 Participation in camping 
873 Other pleasure drives (bus tour)

	AV19
	Playing sport
	801 Participating in football, baseball etc. 
802 Participating in tennis, squash etc. 
803 Participating in golf, mini-golf etc. 
804 Participating in swimming, waterskiing etc. 
805 Participating in skiing, skating etc. 
806 Participating in bowling, pool etc. 
807 Participating in exercises, yoga etc. 
808 Participating in boxing, wrestling etc. 
809 Participating in rowing, canoeing etc. 
810 Participation in other sports 
811 Participation in hunting 
812 Participation in fishing 
813 Participation in boating 
815 Participation in horseback riding, rodeo 
822 Participation in biking 
880 Other sports, active leisure

	AV20
	Watching sport
	701 Professional sports events 
702 Amateur sports events

	AV21
	Walks
	816 Participating in other outdoor activities 
821 Participation in walking/hiking

	AV22
	At church
	640 Religious services, prayer etc. 
642 Meals/snacks/coffee at religious services

	AV23
	Civic organizations
	600 Professional/union/general activities 
610 Political/civic activities 
620 Child/youth/family organization 
630 Religious meetings/organizations 
651 Fraternal/social organizations 
652 Support groups 
660 Volunteer work 
680 Other organization/voluntary activities 
800 Participation in coaching

	AV24
	Cinema/theatre
	711 Pop music, concerts 
720 Movies, films 
730 Opera, ballet, theatre

	AV25
	Dance/party, etc.
	751 Socializing (no meals) 
753 Other socializing 
754 Socializing (institutional residence) 
770 Attendance at casinos, bingos, arcades 
780 Other social gatherings

	AV26
	Social clubs
	760 Socializing at bars/clubs (no meals)

	AV27
	Pubs
	

	AV28
	Restaurants
	303 Take-out food 
440 Restaurant meals

	AV29
	Visiting friends
	752 Socializing (with meals, no restaurant meals)

	AV30
	Listening to radio
	900 Listening to radio

	AV31
	Watching T.V.
	911 Watching T.V. (regularly scheduled T.V.) 
912 Watching T.V. (time-shifted T.V.) 
913 Watching rented/purchased movies 
914 Other television watching

	AV32
	Listening to music, etc.
	920 Listening to CD, tapes, records

	AV33
	Study
	530 Homework (course, career etc.) 
580 Other study 
863 General computer use (not games)

	AV34
	Reading books
	931 Reading books

	AV35
	Reading papers/magazines
	932 Reading magazines 
940 Reading newspapers 
961 Reading mail

	AV36
	Relaxing
	411 Private prayer, meditation etc. 
470 Relaxing, thinking, resting

	AV37
	Conversation
	950 Talking, conversation, telephone

	AV38
	Entertaining friends
	

	AV39
	Knitting/sewing
	

	AV40
	Pastimes/hobbies
	831 Hobbies done mainly for pleasure 
841 Crafts done mainly for pleasure 
850 Participating in music/theatre/dance 
861 Games, cards, arcades 
862 Video games, computer games 
864 Computer use - surfing Net for leisure 
962 Other (writing letters) 
980 Other media or communication

	AV41
	Unknown activity
	001 Information missing 
002 Refused information


Notes: 
· DUR340 (adult medical/dental care) was assumed to mean adult medical/dental care for self given that it was grouped with other personal care variables. It was therefore coded as AV14. 

· DUR023 (unpaid work in business/farm) was coded as AV3. Given that it implies work toward a business, but not paid work, it was not coded as AV8 (an "odd job") nor AV1 (work in the "main" paid job).

VARIABLE-SPECIFIC INFORMATION
· SURVEY
The survey of Canada 1998 was conducted from February 1998 to January 1999. The variable SURVEY however takes the value ‘1998’ so that it follows the labeling convention of using the first year of a multi-year survey.
· HHLDSIZE
A value of ‘8’ corresponds to 8 or more people in the household.

· NCHILD
The original variables used to create NCHILD account only for the respondents’ children. However, NCHILD should account for all children under 18 in the household.  Thus, respondents themselves who are under 18 years old and living with one or two parents are coded as NCHILD = 1. It is important to be aware that this may inflate NCHILD=1, due to the fact that it is not possible to discern whether these respondents are the only children in the household.
Because of the way the original variables were coded, NCHILD represents the minimum number of children – Values above 1 should be read as 2 or more, 3 or more, etc. 

· AGEKID
The original variable (AGECHRYC) corresponds to the respondents’ children. However, AGEKID should account for all children under 18 in the household. Thus, respondents themselves who are 15-17 years old, living with one or two parents, and with AGEKID = -7 are coded as AGEKID = 3.

· EMPSTAT3
There is a large proportion of cases coded as “not stated” for ACT7DAYS. This results 677 missing cases in EMPSTAT3. 
· UNEMP
The original survey does not have a category formally labeled ‘unemployed’. We used the category ‘looking for work’ of ACT7DAYS.
· EMPSP
There is a large proportion of cases coded as “not stated” for ACMPRWEC. This results 446 missing cases in EMPSP. 

· INCORIG
The value labels for INCORIG are as follows:

1 'No income' 

2 'Less than $5,000' 

3 '$5,000 to $9,999' 

4 '$10,000 to $14,999'

5 '$15,000 to $19,999' 

6 '$20,000 to $29,999' 

7 '$30,000 to $39,999' 

8 '$40,000 to $49,999'

9 '$50,000 to $59,999' 

10 '$60,000 to $79,999' 

11 '$80,000 to $99,999' 

12 '$100,000 or more'

The original values 97, 98 and 99 have been recoded to equal -8 ‘Non-response’.  The original value ‘1’ is considered as zero income when computing the Income variable.
· EDUCA
The original variable ‘EDU10’ was used to create EDUCA.  The value labels for EDUCA are as follows:

1 'Doct/mast/grad' 

2 'Bachelors degree' 

3 'Diploma/college'

4 'Diploma/technical' 

5 'Some university' 

6 'Some com/nursing' 

7 'Some trade/technical'

8 'High school diploma' 

9 'Some high school' 

10 'Elem/no schooling'
The original values 98 ‘Don’t know’ and 99 ‘Not Stated’ have been recoded to equal -8 ‘Non-response”
· EDTRY
The original variable EDUCA=7 was assumed to correspond to cases for which the respondent has not attended university level education.
	EDTRY
	ISCED
	CAN98

	VAR
	 
	EDU10

	1
	No completed high school = level 0,1,2 or Level 3 (upper sec. Educ) not completed
	· 9 'Some high school'\

· 10 'Elem/no schooling'

	2
	Level 3 completed (upper secondary educ) or Attendance at Level 4 (post-secondary non-tertiary)
	· *7 'Some trade/technical'
· 8 'High school diploma'
*Assume the respondent does not attend university level education.

	3
	Attendance at Level 5 and above (even if no degree obtained)
	· 1 'Doct/mast/grad'
· 2 'Bachelors degree'
· 3 'Diploma/college'
· 4 'Diploma/technical' 
· 5 'Some university'
· 6 'Some com/nursing' 


· DISAB
The high percentage (16.6%) of “DISAB = 1” was caused by the quality of the original variable—ACTLIMIT (limited because of long term physical, mental condition). Inclusion of long time mental condition may explain the high percentage of ACTLIMIT.
· PROPWT
An adjustment was needed for this variable to bring the number of cases back to the original one (as opposed to the total Canadian population).
