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TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SURVEY
See also: http://www.iser.essex.ac.uk/misoc/timeuse/information/studies/canada-1986.php
	Age range
	15-93

	Response rate 
	78.9%

	Number of diary days
	1-Day

	Survey period
 
	October 25 to December 22, 1986

	Multi-member household survey
	No

	Type of diary
	Fresh

	Mode of data collection
	Telephone Interview

	Time interval in the diary
	Free

	Data on secondary activities
	No

	Data on where the activity was carried out
	Yes 

	Data on who else was present
	Yes 

	Number of activity codes
	99

	Number of cases in the original file 
	9,946

	Number of ‘good’ diaries in the World5.5 file 
	9,618


INFORMATION ON THE ORIGINAL FILES
The original data was downloaded from LANDRU Canada 1986 GSS (episode file, summary file, and main file). can86.dat  was renamed from downloaded LANDRU files and it contains the raw activity and demographic data.
TIME-USE VARIABLES
Activity Variable Documentation for Canada, 1986 
	MTUS
Variable Name 
	Variable Label
	Canada 1986
Compiled from original activity (DURAC_) variables…

	AV1
	Formal work
	01  Work for pay

02  Overtime/looking for work

04  Waiting, delays at work

05  Meals/snacks at work

06  Idle time before/after work
07  Coffee/other breaks
08  Uncodeable work activities

	AV2
	Paid work at home
	None

	AV3
	Second job
	None

	AV4
	School/classes
	50  Full-time school/education

51  Other/part-time classes

52  Special/occasional lectures

54  Meals/snacks/coffee at school

55  Breaks/waiting for class to begin

56  Leisure/special interest class

	AV5
	Travel to/from work
	03  Travel during work

09  Travel: to/from work

59  Travel: education

	AV6
	Cooking/washing up
	10  Meal preparation

11  Meal clean-up

	AV7
	Housework
	12  Indoor cleaning

13  Outdoor cleaning

14  Laundry, ironing

	AV8
	Odd jobs
	15  Mending

16  Home maintenance

18  Other uncodeable housework bills

41  Adult medical care at home

42  Help and personal care to adults

	AV9
	Gardening
	17  Gardening, pet care

	AV10
	Shopping
	30  Everyday shopping

31  Shopping for durable goods

33  Government/financial services

36  Repair services

37  Waiting/queuing for services

38  Other uncodeable services

	AV11
	Child care
	20  Baby care

21  Child care

22  Helping/teaching/reprimanding children

23  Reading/talking with children

24  Play with children

25  Medical care of child

28  Other child care unpaid

	AV12
	Domestic travel
	19  Travel: domestic

29  Travel: child care

39  Travel: goods and services

49  Travel: personal

	AV13
	Dressing/toilet
	40  Washing, dressing, packing

48  Other personal care activities

	AV14
	Receiving Personal services
	32  Personal care services

34  Medical/dental care outside home

35  Other professional services

	AV15
	Meals/snacks
	43  Meals at home/snacks/coffee

	AV16
	Sleep/naps
	45  Night/essential sleep

46  Naps/incidental sleep

	AV17
	Leisure travel
	69  Travel: organizations

79  Travel: entertainment

89  Travel: sports, hobbies

99  Travel: media/communication

	AV18
	Excursions, trips
	74  Museums, art galleries

87  Pleasure drives, sightseeing

	AV19
	Playing sport
	80  Sports, exercise, coaching

81  Hunt, fish. camp

88  Other uncodeable active leisure

	AV20
	Watching sport
	70  Sports events

	AV21
	Walks
	82  Walk, hike

	AV22
	At church
	64  Religious services/prayer/bible study

	AV23
	Civic organizations
	60  Prof/union/general organized activity

61  Political/civic activity

62  Child/youth/family organization

63  Religious meetings/organizations

65  Fraternal/social organization

66  Volunteer work/helping

68  Other uncodeable organization

	AV24
	Cinema/theatre
	71  Pop music, fairs, concerts

72  Movies, films

73  Opera, ballet drama

85  Music, theatre, dance

	AV25
	Dance/party, etc.
	78  Other social gatherings

	AV26
	Social clubs
	76  Socializing at bars, clubs

	AV27
	Pubs
	None

	AV28
	Restaurants
	44  Restaurant meals

	AV29
	Visiting friends
	75  Visits, entertaining

	AV30
	Listening to radio
	90  Radio

	AV31
	Watching T.V.
	91  Television, rented movies

	AV32
	Listening to music, etc.
	92  Records, tapes, listening

	AV33
	Study
	53  Homework: course/career/self-development

58  Other uncodeable study

	AV34
	Reading books
	93  Reading books, magazines

	AV35
	Reading papers/magazines
	94  Reading newspapers

	AV36
	Relaxing
	47  Relaxing, thinking, resting

	AV37
	Conversation
	95  Talking, conversation, phone

	AV38
	Entertaining friends
	None

	AV39
	Knitting/sewing
	None

	AV40
	Pastimes/hobbies
	83  Hobbies

84  Domestic home crafts

86  Games, cards, arcade

96  Letters and mail

98  Other uncodeable media/communication

	AV41
	Unknown activity
	26  Missing time gaps

27  Refusal

57  Zero for all cases

67  Zero for all cases

77  Zero for all cases

97  Activity not stated


Notes: 

· Those DURAC variables with the label “zero for all cases” (57, 67, 77) were coded into AV41 (due to there being no clear label); however, they made no difference in the total time for AV41.

· DURAC_14 (Adult medical care at home) was grouped with the “care of adults at home” variables in the original series. Therefore, it was assumed to mean medical care by the respondents to other adults in the household (not to self) and was coded as AV8.

VARIABLE-SPECIFIC INFORMATION
· MONTH
There was no actual Month variable available in the original Canada 1986 survey, therefore the date of the interview was used to compute MONTH for Canada 1986.
· AGE2
AGE2 was transformed from a five-year categorical variable to a continuous variable by assigning the mid-point of the age group (e.g. 17 for age group 15-19).  It is therefore a less accurate estimate of age than those surveys with a continuous age variable.
· FAMSTAT
FAMSTAT=2 correspond to children 5-18 instead of 5-17; this is due to the nature of the original variable DVCHILD. The missing cases can partly be attributed to the fact that the ‘other’ category in the original variable DVCHILD was not coded into FAMSTAT, and therefore appears as missing. The version of “DVCHILD” used for the computation for FAMSTAT was obtained from the LANDRU Canada 1986 GSS Summary File. The version of DVCHILD in the Main File is erroneous and should not be used.
· HHLDSIZE
HHLDSIZE=4 corresponds to 4 or more people in the household.
· NCHILD
NCHILD corresponds to the number of children under 19 instead of 18. DVHHLDSZ=4 represents households with 4 or more occupants. Therefore, for some cases, NCHILD = 2 and NCHILD = 3 may represent households with 2 or more or 3 or more children. 

The assumption must be made that when there are children under 19 present in the household and there are two or more occupants other than the parents, that these “other” occupants are all children. It can be stated with certainty that there is at least one child in the household in these cases, but it must be assumed that the others are children as well. For example, in the case of a single parent family with three household occupants, it is difficult to distinguish whether the two people other than the single parent are both children, or if one is a child and one is another adult. A similar scenario emerges when there are two parents and a total of 4 household members.

The respondents themselves who are younger than 19 years old and are coded as 3 (child), 4 (grandchild), and 9 (sister/brother) in DVRELHD (relationship to reference person) were added in NCHILD as well.

· AGEKID
AGEKID=3 includes children between 13 and 18 years instead of 13-17.

Original variable taken from Canada, 1986 Summary File (the codebook for Canada 1986 indicates that the same variable in the Main File was not derived correctly and that DVCHILD in the Summary file had instead to be used).

The resulting missing cases correspond to cases coded as “other” in DVCHILD.
The original variable (DVCHILD) accounts only for respondents’ children. However, the respondents themselves who are younger than 19 years old and are coded as 3 (child), 4 (grandchild), and 9 (sister/brother) in DVRELHD (relationship to reference person),with AGEKID=-7 should be coded as AGEKID=3.

· EMPSTAT3
This variable was constructed from main activity in past 7 days (ACT7DAYS) and a self-defined full-time/part-time employment status (PTFT). However, it may result that the mean time spent in AV2 by respondents who are self-defined as working part-time appears to be relatively high.
· UNEMP
Canada 1986 does not have a category formally labeled ‘unemployed’. Alternatively, the category ‘looking for work’ was used.

· RETIRED
The missing cases for RETIRED may be attributed to the cases coded “not stated” in the original variable, ACT7DAYS.
· INCORIG
The value labels for INCORIG are as follows:

1 'less than $5,000' 

2 '$5000,<$10000' 

3 '$10000,<$15000' 

4 '$15000,<$20000'

5 '$20000,<$30000' 

6 '$30000,<$40000' 

7 '$40000,<$60000' 

8 '$60000 and more' 

9 'Missing-no income'

88 'Missing-do not know' 

99 'Missing-not stated'

The original values 88 and 99 were recoded to equal -8 ‘Non-response’.  The original value ‘9’ is considered as zero income when computing the Income variable.
· EMPINCLM
There is no variable indicating the original monthly income from employment or self-employment. Instead, the variable DVSALARY (salary in last year) was divided by 12 to compute the monthly income.
· EDUCA
The original variable ‘DVEDR’ was used to create EDUCA.  The value labels for EDUCA are as follows:

1 'No schooling' 

2 'Grades 8 or less' 

3 'Grades 9-10' 

4 '11-13/secondary grad'

5 'Some CC/CEGEP/Nursin' 

6 'Diploma CC/CEGER/NUR' 

7 'Some university' 

8 'Bachelor/undergrad'

9 'Masters/doctorate' 

10 'Other' 
11 '11-13, not HS grad' 

98 'Not stated, 05-10' 

99 'Not stated'
· EDTRY
EDUCA=4 was coded as EDTRY=2 and was assumed to correspond to having completed high school education.  This is in contrast to EDUCA=11 which was coded as EDTRY=1.  EDUCA and GRADSECN (graduated from secondary education) were combined to create EDTRY.
	EDTRY
	ISCED
	CAN86

	VAR
	 
	EDUCA, GRADSECN

	1
	No completed high school = level 0,1,2 or Level 3 (upper sec. Educ) not completed
	· 1 'No schooling'
· 2 'Grades 8 or less'
· 3 'Grades 9-10'
· 11 '11-13, not HS gradua' 
· 98 'Not stated, 05-10' 

· 10 ‘Other’ (EDUCA) & 0 ‘Not

applicable’, 2 ‘No’ GRADSECN)

	2
	Level 3 completed (upper secondary educ) or Attendance at Level 4 (post-secondary non-tertiary)
	· 4 '11-13/secondary grad'
· 10 ‘Other’ (EDUCA) and 1
 ‘Yes’ (GRADSECN)

	3
	Attendance at Level 5 and above (even if no degree obtained)
	· 5 'Some CC/CEGEP/Nursin'
· 6 'Diploma CC/CEGEP/NUR'
· 7 'Some university'
· 8 'Bachelor/ undergrad'
· 9 'Masters/doctorate' 


