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TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SURVEY

See also: 

http://www.iser.essex.ac.uk/misoc/timeuse/information/studies/canada-1981.php
	Age range
	15-93

	Response rate 
	46%

	Number of diary days
	1-day

	Survey period
 
	September 11 – October 29, 1981 November, 1981

	Multi-member household survey
	No

	Type of diary
	Recall

	Mode of data collection
	Telephone interview

	Time interval in the diary
	Free

	Data on secondary activities
	Yes 

	Data on where the activity was carried out
	Yes 

	Data on who else was present
	Yes 

	Number of activity codes
	173

	Number of cases in the original file 
	2,682

	Number of ‘good’ diaries in the World5.5 file 
	2,682 (2659 have valid weights, 23 are 0-weighted)


INFORMATION ON THE ORIGINAL FILES
There is one original file for Canada 1981:

can81ep.sav contains the time use and demographic information in episode format. 

TIME-USE VARIABLES

Activity Variable Documentation for CANADA, 1981 
	MTUS
Variable Name 
	Variable Label
	CANADA 1981

Compiled from original activity (‘primeact’) variables...

	AV1
	Formal work
	011 ‘Regular work’

019 ‘Work by telephone’

020 ‘Overtime’

021 ‘Apprenticeship’

030 ‘Travel at work’

040 ‘Waiting, delays’

060 ‘Lunch/snacks at work place’

070 ‘Other: before/after’

080 ‘Coffee and other breaks’

	AV2
	Paid work at home
	012 ‘Home main work place’

022 ‘Job search’

023 ‘UI benefits’

024 ‘Welfare applications’

	AV3
	Second job
	050 ‘Second job: Moonlighting’

	AV4
	School/classes
	500 ‘Full time classes’

510 ‘Other classes: part time’

520 ‘Special lectures: occasional’

530 ‘Politic/union courses’

542 ‘Sponsored: unspecified’

543 ‘Sponsored: own employ’

544 ‘Sponsored: government’

570 ‘Coffee breaks and snacks bet. classes'

580 ‘Waiting for classes to begin’

	AV5
	Travel to/from work
	090 ‘Travel to/from work’

097 ‘Job search travel’

098 ‘Travel with stops’

590 ‘Related travel’

	AV6
	Cooking/washing up
	100 ‘Preparing food, table’

101 ‘Food prep children’

110 ‘Meal cleanup’

	AV7
	Housework
	120 ’Routine chores (indoors)’

130 ‘Routine chores (outdoors)’

140 ‘Laundry/ironing/folding’

190 ‘Other house work’

191 ‘Other indoor housework’

192 ‘Other outdoor housework’

	AV8
	Odd jobs
	150 ‘Mending’

160 ‘Repairs-general’

161 ‘Interior repairs’

162 ‘Exterior repairs’

163 ‘Car care/maintenance’

164 ‘Home improvements’

172 ‘Pet care’

173 ‘Care of house plants’

180 ‘Heat/water upkeep’

193 ‘Household paperwork, mail’

412 ‘Medical care – household adults’

420 ‘Helping adults’

421 ‘Routine non-medical care’

422 ‘Help outside household – relatives’

423 ‘Help to friends/neighbors’

424 ‘Help to others’

	AV9
	Gardening
	170 ‘Animal/plant care/gardening –general’

171 ‘Gardening’

	AV10
	Shopping
	300 ‘Shopping everyday needs – general’

301 ‘Groceries: supermarket’

302 ‘All other shopping’

310 ‘Durable goods’

312 ‘House/apartment’

341 ‘Financial services’

350 ‘Repair services’

351 ‘Auto services’

352 ‘Clothes repair/cleaning’

353 ‘Appliances repair services’

354 ‘Household repair services’

360 ‘Waiting, queuing for purchase’

370 ‘Other services’

380 ‘Errands, NA goods or services’

	AV11
	Child care
	200 ‘Baby care (under 5)’

210 ‘Child care (over 5)’

218 ‘Child care (mixed ages)’

220 ‘Helping homework, instruction – general’

221 ‘Help-skills’

222 ‘Help-homework’

230 ‘Reading to’

240 ‘Indoor entertaining/play’

250 ‘Outdoor entertaining/play’

260 ‘Medical care’

270 ‘Other child care’

278 ‘Babysitting (unpaid’

280 ‘Conversations, reprimands’

	AV12
	Domestic travel
	290 ‘Related travel’

390 ‘Related travel’

490 ‘Related travel’

498 ‘Help related travel’

499 ‘Other personal travel’

	AV13
	Dressing/toilet
	072 ‘Wash, dress before/after work’

400 ‘Washing and dressing’

410 ‘Medical care’

411 ‘Medical care - self’

480 ‘Private, other personal’

481 ‘NA activities’

482 ‘Personal/none of your business’

	AV14
	Receiving Personal services
	320 ‘Personal care’

330 ‘Medical care for self’

340 ‘Administrative services’

342 ‘Other government services’

	AV15
	Meals/snacks
	071 ‘Food rel, before/after work’

430 ‘Meals at home’

431 ‘Eating and child care’

	AV16
	Sleep/naps
	450 ‘Night sleep/in bed’

460 ‘Day sleep/in bed’

461 ‘Rehabilitative rest’

470 ‘Naps or resting/not in bed’

	AV17
	Leisure travel
	690 ‘Related travel’

698 ‘Travel (helping’

790 ‘Related travel’

890 ‘Related travel: sports’

898 ‘Vacation travel’

990 ‘Related travel’

	AV18
	Excursions, trips
	711 ‘Exhibitions. Fairs’

712 ‘Zoos, circuses’

740 ‘Museums and art galleries’

741 ‘Museums’

742 ‘Art galleries’

814 ‘Camping/beach’

817 ‘Excursions, pleasure drive’

818 ‘Picnicking’

825 ‘Motorcycling’

	AV19
	Playing sport
	073 ‘Active leisure before/after work’

800 ‘Playing sports and physical exercise-general’

801 ‘Football/basketball/baseball/volleyball’

802 ‘Racquet sports’

803 ‘Golf/mini golf’

804 ‘Swim, waterski’

805 ‘Ski, skate’

806 ‘Bowl, pool, ping pong, pinball

807 ‘Frisbee, catch’

808 ‘Exercises, yoga’

810 ‘Hunt, fish, camp – general’

811 ‘Hunting’

812 ‘Fishing’

813 ‘Boating/sailing/canoeing’

815 ‘Snowmobiling/dunebuggies’

816 ‘Gliding’

823 ‘Jogging, running’

824 ‘Bicycling’

826 ‘Horseback riding’

	AV20
	Watching sport
	700 ‘Attending sports event’

	AV21
	Walks
	820 ‘Take walk, ride or run’

821 ‘Walking for pleasure’

822 ‘Hiking’

	AV22
	At church
	650 Religious services’

651 ‘Services’

652 ‘Individual practice’

	AV23
	Civic organizations
	600 ‘Professional/union: general’

601 ‘Professional meetings: union’

610 ‘Special interest, identity organizations’

611 ‘Meetings of identity orgs’

620 ‘Political, civic meetings’

621 ‘Political/citizen: meetings’

630 ‘Volunteer work: helping activities’

631 ‘Attend meetings: volunteer, help’

632 ‘Office work: volunteer, help’

633 ‘Fund raising’

634 ‘Direct help to Is’

640 ‘Religious organizations’

641 ‘Religious meetings’

642 ‘Other religious: social, meals’

643 ‘Church group not helping: meeting’

644 ‘Church group not helping: other’

660  ‘Fraternal and social organizations’

661 ‘Meetings of fraternal organizations’

670 ‘Child/youth/family, general’

671 ‘Meetings: child/youth/family’

680 ‘Other organizational’

	AV24
	Cinema/theatre
	710 ‘Popular concerts and entertainment’

713 ‘Popular music (rock, country’

720 ‘Movies’

721 ‘Art films, clubs’

730 ‘Theatres and concerts’

731 ‘Opera’

732 ‘Operetta, musicals’

733 ‘Drama’

734 ‘Comedies’

735 ‘Ballet’

	AV25
	Dance/party, etc.
	760 ‘Parties, including meals’ 

772 ‘Dancing’

780 ‘Other gatherings’

792 ‘Waiting, queuing’

	AV26
	Social clubs
	771 ‘At bar/night club’

	AV27
	Pubs
	770 ‘Bars, tearooms’

	AV28
	Restaurants
	440 ‘Restaurant meals’

755 ‘Restaurant meals: social’

	AV29
	Visiting friends
	750 ‘Entertaining or visits with friends’ + vare6 (location) >1 (not at home)

	AV30
	Listening to radio
	900 ‘Radio (unspecified, general, other)’

901 ‘Classical music’

902 ‘Popular country, unspecified’

903 ‘Jazz, blues’

904 ‘Plays’

905 ‘News, local, unspecified news’

906 ‘News, national, international’

907 ‘Sports’

908 ‘Interview/openline’

909 ‘Science, instructional’

	AV31
	Watching T.V.
	722 ‘

910 ‘TV (unspecified, general, other)

911 ‘Classical, ballet, dance, drama)

912 ‘Musicals, variety, comedy, soaps’

913 ‘Films/movies’

914 ‘Detective, real life, etc’

915 ‘News’

916 ‘Science, instructional’

917 ‘Sports’

918 ‘Public affairs, documentaries’

919 ‘Game, quiz, talk shows’

	AV32
	Listening to music, etc.
	920 ‘Records/tapes/just listening’

921 ‘Country’

922 ‘Opera’

923 ‘Popular’

924 ‘Symphony’

925 ‘Jazz, blues’

	AV33
	Study
	540 ‘Homework and research’

541 ‘Self-development’

550 ‘Technical reading’

560 ‘Other study’

	AV34
	Reading books
	930 ‘Reading books (unspecified, general, other)’

931 ‘Science, technical: non fiction’

932 ‘Science fiction’

933 ‘Mystery’

934 ‘Romance’

935 ‘Western’

936 ‘Classic’

937 ‘Other novels’

938 ‘Drama, short stories’

939 ‘Poetry’

	AV35
	Reading papers/magazines
	940 ‘Reading magazines’

941 ‘Pamphlets’

942 ‘Reading, not specified’

950 ‘Reading newspaper’

971 ‘Reading mail (not letters’

	AV36
	Relaxing
	074 ‘Passive leisure: before/after work’

483 ‘Sex’

484 ‘Smoking’

485 ‘Drinking liquor or beer’

980 ‘Relaxing, thinking’

981 ‘Relaxing’

982 ‘Thinking, planning, reflecting’

983 ‘Doing nothing, just sat’

989 ‘Other passive leisure’

	AV37
	Conversation
	960 ‘Talking’

961 ‘Conversation: phone’

962 ‘Conversation: face to face’

963 ‘Household talks/conversations’

	AV38
	Entertaining friends
	750 ‘Entertaining or visits with friends’ + vare6 (location)=1 (at home)

*note that this activity is not created for the other Canadian studies, and users may wish to combine AV29 with AV38 for cross-time analysis in Canada.

	AV39
	Knitting/sewing
	842 ‘Knitting’

843 ‘Sewing’

	AV40
	Pastimes/hobbies
	830 ‘Hobbies’

831 ‘Photography’

832 ‘Car work’

833 ‘Leisure, equipment repair’

834 ‘Collections, stamps’

835 ‘Carpentry and woodwork’

836 ‘Recording, tapes’

840 ‘Domestic home crafts’

841 ‘Preserving foodstuffs’

844 ‘Care pf animals/livestock’

850 ‘Artistic hobbies’

851 ‘Sculpt/pot/paint/draw’

852 ‘Literature/poetry’

860 ‘Making music/theatre/dance’

861 ‘Play instrument’

862 ‘Sing, hum’

863 ‘Acting’

864 ‘Dance’

870 ‘Games, cards, etc’

880 ‘Other active leisure’

888 ‘Classes, lessons for an activity’

899 ‘Waiting, queuing’

970 ‘Letters, reading, writing’

	AV41
	Unclassifiable or missing
	001 Miscellaneous’

984 ‘Activity of other reported’


VARIABLE-SPECIFIC INFORMATION

· MONTH

Take note that the survey was conducted only in the months of September, October and November. MONTH was computed from the original ‘diary date’ variable (vara13).

· AGE2

It was found that the value ‘99’ represented those cases missing actual values for age; 99 was recoded ‘-8’.

· FAMSTAT

Take note that FAMSTAT=0,2,3 represent families with or without children under 15, not under 18; this is due to the nature of the original ‘number of children in the household’ variables. Note also that the value ‘9’ for each of varc35 (number of children under 5 years), varc36 (number of children 5-12 years), and varc37 (number of children 13-14 years) represents ‘missing’.

It was not possible to discern the living arrangements of respondents under 18 (i.e. live with parents, other arrangement, etc). Therefore, all respondents <18 are coded as FAMSTAT=5.

· HHTYPE
There are a small number of cases (n=4) where the respondent is declared ‘married’ but there is only one adult and one child in the household. 

· HHLDSIZE

HHLDSIZE was computed by summing the vara16 (number of adults in the household), varc35 (number of children under 5 years) varc36 (number of children 5-12 years) and varc37 (number of children 13-14 years). Those with missing values for any the three ‘number of children’ variables were recoded as ‘0’; therefore, in these few cases, HHLDSIZE may be under estimated. 

· NCHILD

The original “number of children” variables only accounted for household children <15. Therefore, NCHILD also accounts for those respondents aged 15-17. However, take note that there may be circumstances where there were other non-respondent children aged 15-17 in the household that cannot be accounted for in NCHILD; therefore, the number of children under 18 may be underestimated in some cases.

· AGEKID

The original “number of children” variables account only for household children aged <15 years. Therefore, AGEKID accounts for the respondents AGED 15-17. However, take note that there may be circumstances where there were non-respondent children aged 15-17 present in the household who were younger than the respondent; thus, AGEKID=3 might be slightly mis-estimated for these cases.

· UNEMP

There was no original variable specific to unemployment status; therefore, VARC41 (respondent’s employment status) was used to compute UNEMP.

· STUDENT

There was no original variable specific to student status; therefore,

VARC41 (respondent’s employment status) was used to compute STUDENT.

· RETIRED

There was no original variable specific to retirement status; therefore VARC41 (respondent’s employment status) was used to compute RETIRED.

· EMPSP
The value ‘8’ for VARC42 (spouse’s employment) was found to represent unmarried respondents; therefore, cases this value were coded as ‘-7’.

· WORKHRS

Usual hours worked per week, but for employed people on a salary only, not for other employed groups.

· INCORIG

The values ‘8’ and ‘9’ for the original income variable (varc46) had no value labels. It was not possible to know what these values represented, and therefore both are coded as -8.

The value labels for INCORIG are as follows:

1 '< $8000' 

2 '$8000 - $15 999' 

3 '$16 000 - $23 999' 

4 '$24 000 - $35 999' 

5 '$35 000 +'

· INCOME

Given that the original annual household income variable was categorical, the proportions represented by each value of INCOME differ slightly from what the labels specify. 

· EMPINCLM

This variable is compiled from annual salary income / 12 and monthly hourly pay and monthly other forms of pay income variables.

· EDUCA

The original variables “VARC38” and “VARC39” were combined to create EDUCA (EDUCA=(VARC38*100)+Varc39). It was assumed that having 12 or 13 years of primary and secondary education meant having completed high school education. For EDUCA=203,303,403,503,603 and 903, we assumed that certificate or diploma is equal to senior middle school level, according to the grades. For EDUCA=903, we assumed that the respondent has university level education, according to the label “degree”.  The original variables ‘VARC38’ and ‘VARC39’ were used to create EDUCA.  The value labels for EDUCA are as follows:

101 'no primary ed, no post-secondary' 

201 '1-8 yr primary, no post-secondary'

202 '1-8 yrs primary, some postsec' 

203 '1-8 yrs primary, cert-dipl' 

209 '1-8 yrs primary, missing post-sec info'

301 '9-10 yrs primary, no post-secondary' 

302 '9-10 yrs primary, some post-secondary' 

303 '9-10 yrs primary, cert-dipl'

304 '9-10 yrs primary, post-sec degree' 

309 '9-10 yrs primary, missing post-sec info' 

401 '11 yrs primary & secondary, no postsec'

402 '11 yrs primary & secondary, some postsec' 

403 '11 yrs primary & secondary, cert-dipl' 

404 '11 yrs primary & secondary, degree'

409 '11 yrs primary & secondary, missing post-sec info' 

501 '12 yrs primary & secondary, no postsec'

502 '12 yrs primary & secondary, some postsec' 

503 '12 yrs primary & secondary, cert-dipl' 

504 '12 yrs primary & secondary, degree'

509 '12 yrs primary & secondary, missing post-sec info' 

601 '13 yrs primary & secondary, no postsec'

602 '13 yrs primary & secondary, some postsec' 

603 '13 yrs primary & secondary, cert-dipl' 

604 '13 yrs primary & secondary, degree' 

609 '13 yrs primary & secondary, missing postsec info' 

901 'missing primary & secondary info, no postsec'

903 'missing primary & secondary info, cert-dipl' 

904 'missing primary & secondary info, degree'

The original value 909 'missing primary & secondary info, missing postsec' has been recoded to equal -8 ‘Non-response’

· EDTRY

See EDUCA.

	EDTRY
	ISCED
	CAN81

	VAR
	 
	(VARC38*100) + VARC39

	1
	No completed high school 
= level 0,1,2 
or Level 3 (upper sec. Educ) not completed
	· 101 'no primary ed, no post-secondary' 

· 201 '1-8 yr primary, no post-secondary' 

· 301 '9-10 yrs primary, no post-secondary'

· 401 '11 yrs primary & secondary, no postsec'

· 901 'missing primary & secondary info,no postsec' 

	2
	Level 3 completed 
(upper secondary educ) 
or Attendance at Level 4 
(post-secondary non-tertiary)
	· *203 '1-8 yrs primary, cert-dipl'

· *303 '9-10 yrs primary, cert-dipl'

· *403 '11 yrs primary & secondary, cert-dipl'

· 501 '12 yrs primary & secondary, no postsec'

· *503 '12 yrs primary & secondary, cert-dipl'

· 601 '13 yrs primary & secondary, no postsec'

· 603 '13 yrs primary & seconday, cert-dipl'

· *903 'missing primary & secondary info, cert-dipl'

*Assume the certificate or diploma is equal to senior middle school level, according to the grades.

	3
	Attendance at Level 5 
and above (even if no degree obtained)
	· 202 '1-8 yrs primary, some postsec'

· 302 '9-10 yrs primary, some post-secondary'

· 304 '9-10 yrs primary, post-sec degree'

· 402 '11 yrs primary & secondary, some postsec'

· 404 '11 yrs primary & secondary, degree'

· 502 '12 yrs primary & secondary, some postsec'

· 504 '12 yrs primary & secondary, degree'

· 602 '13 yrs primary & secondary, some postsec'

· 604 '13 yrs primary & secondary, degree'

· *904 'missing primary & secondary info, degree'

*Assume the respondent has university level education, according to the degree.


