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This section discusses how Stata's (version 11 or later) merge command can be used to combine two (or more) MTUS files.  


First, one of the two files that are to be merged needs to be opened – either of the two files can be selected.  To do this in Stata type:  use “C:\file1.dta”.  Before merging, it is good practise to sort the data (e.g. sort country survey persid epnum), which is not necessary but will decrease the time of the merging process.  Also when dealing with large files or running into memory issues using the “compress” command may be very helpful – simply type the word “compress” (without the quotation marks) on a separate line. 


Second, to use the merge command type “merge 1:1” followed by the merging variables (e.g. countrya survey swave msamp hldid persid id epnum)  followed by “using” and the file path (e.g. “C:\file2.dta”) of the other file to be merged (e.g. merge 1:1 countrya survey swave msamp hldid persid id epnum using “C:\file2.dta”).   After this is done the two files are combined into one and Stata creates a new variable called “_merge”.  


This new variable tells the user whether there were any problems merging the two files.  _merge can have one of three values: 1 (meaning that the observation occurs only in the first, also called the “master”, file), 2 (meaning that the observation occurs only in the second, also called the “using”, file) and 3 (that the observation occurs in both the first (master) and the second (using) files; in other words that there was a perfect match.  It is very important to note, 1s or 2s do not necessarily mean that there is a problem, in fact they are fairly common.  For instance, certain survey supplements ask only a subsample of the original sample.  So after merging the original sample with the supplement  1s or 2s may appear simply because not all of those that completed the main sample also completed the supplement, therefore there is no match between those in the main file and those in the supplement   This is a fairly common issue when merging two files.  However, if 1s or 2s occur in the _merge variable it is very important to examine the data to see what is happening.

Complete Merge Example: 

use “C:\file1.dta”

sort countrya survey swave msamp hldid persid id epnum

compress 

merge 1:1 countrya survey swave msamp hldid persid id epnum using “C:\file2.dta”

