
Missing value conventions 
 

-9 Could not be constructed, question not asked or the component variables available 
-8 Missing or invalid data (where an answer was requested) 
-7 Not applicable, e.g. work hours for non-working respondents 
-4 * Respondents with 0 work hours in 1965-66 included some respondents with less than 10 

hours of work. –4 is used therefore instead of –7 for respondents who did no paid work. 
-3 * In 1992-94, only people recording no work hours were asked some questions. –3 flags 

cases where people were not asked this question. 
* Constructed to flag unusual filtering of  economic activity questions. 
 


